The search for the missing 'missing-self' receptor on natural killer cells.
In this article, I outline the studies that led to the discovery of Ly49A as the first 'missing-self ' receptor on natural killer cells. It is a more detailed and formal version of my acceptance speech at the Novartis Award ceremony at the International Congress of Immunology in Stockholm. Yet, it is impossible to mention my gratitude to all of my previous mentors and colleagues or to credit all the scientists and immunologists who preceded us by making contributions, large and small, to knowledge upon which our findings were based. It is therefore humbling to accept the 2001 Novartis Award for Basic Immunology along with Professors Klas Kärre and Lorenzo Moretta.